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XXII. An Account of an extra-uterine Con¬ 
ception ; by Starkey Myddelton, M. 2). 

London) March 28. 174.7. 

p.ead Marchz8. A LTHO’ extra-uterine Conceptions 
1745 JLJL ^ ave frequently appear’d from Cafes 

of undoubted Authority, many of which hand now 
upon the Records of the Royal Society ; ncverthelefs I 
have thought a Do&rine of fo extraordinary a Nature 
cannot be tooftrongly fupported, as it is of the higheft 
Confequence, as well in cftablifliing the received 
Opinions of Conception in general 5 as in regulating 
the Judgment and Pra&ice of thofe who are more 
particularly employed in the Bufinefs of Midwifry. 

I fhall therefore make no Apology for laying be¬ 
fore this Learned Society a Cafe which affords fuch 
convincing Proofs of this Dodrine, and comes at 
the fame time too well attefted to admit of any 
Doubt, either as to the Fad, or the Circumftances. 

On the 28th of OBober laft, I was fent for to a 
Woman of about 42 Years of Age. When I came, 
1 was told by the Patient, that Ihe had been taken 
with a Flooding the Day before; which a little fur- 
prifed her, as having been very irregular in her men- 
ftruai Difcharges for near a Year before. 

At the fame time fhe complained of a great Pain 
in her Belly and Loins, with a continual Forcing both 
forward and backward; which ftill continued, tho' 
her Flooding was then in a manner flopp'd. 

I order’d her a gentle Paregoric for that Night, and 
the next Day I found her in great Pain ; at which 
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time Ihe told me, flie had fome Reafon to believe 
Ihe had conceived with Child. 

I then examined her, and found the Os Tinea 
intirely clofe. I was not very curious in my Exa¬ 
mination at this time; taking it for granted, from 
what flic had told me, that Nature would, in a little 
time, difpofc the Uterus to difeharge its Contents, 
tho’ at prefent there was not the leaft Appearance of 
it. I order’d her an anodyne Clyfter, and a Parego¬ 
ric to be taken after it; and the next Day I found 
her Pains continued, which now appeared like a Te- 
nefmus j tho’ fo violent, as to prevent her Reft all 
that Night. I then ordered her a Repetition of the 
Clyfter and Paregoric; and the next Day (finding 
her in great Pain, and ftill without any Reft, and 
beginning to be a little feverifh) I ordered 8 Ounces 
of Blood to be taken away, and continued the Pare¬ 
goric, which I likewife order’d her to repeat as fhe 
found Occafion; from the Ufe of which fhe fame* 
times refted tolerably well; but as the Power of the 
Opiate went off, her Pains always returned. 

Several Days having now paffed without any Al¬ 
teration, I again examined her, and found the Os 
Tinea ftill as clofe as ever; but, on a ftrider Inquiry, 
I felt fomething, which feem’d to me to be the Head 
of a Child fluctuating in its Membranes. 

I told her my Thoughts of her Cafe, and that it 
was not in my Power to help her; but that Nature 
muft take its Courfe, or at leaft point out a Method 
how to ad. She feemed very much furprifed at my 
Opinion, and asked me, If ever I had met with fuch 
a Cafe before? I told her, I had been engaged in the 
Pradice of Midwifry upwards of 20 Years; in all 
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which time I had never met with a Cafe of the like 
Nature: Being pofitive I felt the Head of a Child, 
but could not abfolutely determine whether it was 
in rhe Uterus or extra Uterwn. 

I then told her, I would defire the Favour of Dr. 
Bamber to give her a Vifit,* which I did; and the 
next Day we went together •, when, on Examination, 
he confirm'd what I had before aflerted; but feem'd 
more inclinable to believe the Child (the Head of 
which he felt) was extra Uterum. Indeed he pro¬ 
ceeded in his Inquiry at that time further than I had 
done before, having pafs’d his Finger into the Anus , 
where, he faid, he could diftinguifh the Head more 
plainly. We then both left her, after having order’d 
her to repeat the Paregoric, when in more Pain than 
ordinary, and once in two or three Days to take a 
gentle lenitive Purge to keep her Body foluble 5 be- 
caufe the continual Ufe of Opiates would naturally 
tie her up. 

In this manner (he went on for about three 
Weeks longer; when I waited on Dr. Nichols, and. 
defired the fame Favour of him as I had before ask’d 
of Dr. Bamber , that I might have his Opinion alfo 
of a Cafe which appeared fo very fingular. 

The next Day we went together ; and when we 
came, I defired he would examine her, which he did; 
and after having heard all her Complaints, faid. He 
was of Opinion, that there was fome Abfcefs form¬ 
ing in (or in Contaft with) the Uterus,, which, very 
likely, in a little time, would break and difeharge 
itfelf; but as, at that time, nothing of a Child 
could be perceived by the Touch, fo he was obliged 
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to fubmit that to the Credit of my Opinion, who 
had before frequently felt it. 

Thus fhe continued for about a Fortnight after this 
Vifit; when, calling on her one Day, flic told me, 
fhe was much eafier than fhe had been ,• and that 
fomcthing came conftantly draining away by the 
Anns, of a very offenfivc Smell, which, upon Exa¬ 
mination, appeared to be true Bus. I now began 
to think Dr. Nichols’s Opinion of her Cafe the moft 
eligible, and the rather, as it was not inconfiftent 
with my own Sentiments, that there had been a 
Child; which, being now dead, might have given 
Occafion for the forming fuch an Abfcefs. 

In this State of violent Pain (he continued to the 
Time of her Death, which happen’d on the 28th of 
‘January, being thirteen Weeks from the firft of her 
Illnefs, when, by her particular Defire, I open’d her, 
in the Prefence of Dr. Bamber, Dr. Nicholls, Dr. 
Eaton, and Mr. Jones Surgeon, &c. 

After having divided the Integuments of the Abdo¬ 
men, every thing, at firft View, appeared in a healthy 
State. On turning afide the Inteftines, I found the 
Uterus found and perfect, and of a Size common to 
Women who have had Children; but, in the Place 
of the Right Fallopian Tube, there appeared a large 
Tumour, formed by the Expanfion of the Tube ex¬ 
tending itfelf from the Os Ilium towards the Extre¬ 
mity of the Sacrum. Upon opening it, we difeo- 
ver’d a Mafs of fetid Bus, in which the Bones of a 
Foetus, of about 5 or 6 Months old, were buried. 
Thcfe Bones were, for the moft part, wholly divefted 
of their Flefhj fo that the Edges of the thin Bones 
muft, of NeceRity, cut and irritate from every Motion 
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of the Body. The Tus had made its Way thro’ the 
Rettum, in which there was a fmall Paflage a little 
above the Sphtntier. 

Upon examining the Bones, after having walh’d 
them in Water, a new Matter of Surprize appeared} 
viz. the inferior Jaw was confolidated with the Os 
Temporis and luperior Maxilla ; and fix of the Ribs, 
with their correspondent Vertebra , were united into 
one Bone. 

May we not attribute thefe Anchylofes to the Want 
of Motion in the Foetus, which was here prevented, 
by its being clofely pent up in fo unnatural a Situ¬ 
ation > If this be the Cafe, we fee great Advantages 
arifing from the frequent Motions of the Foetus in 
the Uterus ; and that Providence has not fubjetted 
the tender Part of our Species to fuch conftant Dif- 
turbances without great Neceffity. 

See Tab. I. Fig. 8. 

A, The Uterus. 

B, The Os Tinea. 

C, The Vagina. 

T), The left Fallopian Tube. 

E, The Beginning of the right Fallopian Tube in its 
natural State. 

Ft The Sacculus, formed by the Expanfion of the 
right Fallopian Tube, in which the Foetus was 
contained. 

G, The Ligamentum rotmdutn on the left Side. 
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